
Friends in Christ,  
 
Since we won’t be able to gather for Holy Week, we can still gather around the Word of God and 
hear the good news proclaimed. We have made efforts to provide opportunities for people to hear 
God’s Word and be renewed via social media, YouTube, and our church’s webpage. Now, let us 
gather around God’s Word and prayer during Holy Week, so we might observe Christ’s journey 
to the cross, even if we might not do so in our normal physical space. 
 
So, snuggle up on your couch, light candles at your dining room table, sit on your porch, lay in 
your bed, or find whatever space is just right for you in this moment and immerse yourself in 
God’s Word through our Holy Week devotional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday             Matthew 21:1-11 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were 
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

 
Entry into Jerusalem 

 
The story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey is well-known among Christians. It’s a 
story told to children in Sunday Schools and Vacation Bible Schools, talked about in Bible 
studies, and it is read in many places on Palm Sunday. Sometimes when stories are familiar to us, 
they sort of bounce off of us, never having the chance to permeate our being. I invite you to read 
this story again, letting it soak in, and taking in all that it might mean for you this day. 
 
When Jesus is born, the religious leaders do not recognize him as the messiah because he doesn’t 
come in a royal way. Jesus is born to a nothing mother, from a nothing town, to a stable in 
Bethlehem… he doesn’t come in glory, at least not in the way the religious leaders and many 
others view glory. Glory is something that looks different in the Kingdom of God than it does in 
the world. In the Kingdom of God things seem upside down, which throws the religious leaders 
and others off because they just can’t understand why a God would stoop down so low and take 
on mortality and perishability.  
 
Now, Jesus comes into Jerusalem in glory. The crowds gather, people cheer, it’s the Jesus parade 
to end all Jesus parades, but we know how this story ends. We know that Jesus’ ultimate glory 



will be shown forth on the cross because we know how quickly the people will turn on Jesus and 
chant “crucify him.” As we begin Holy Week, I invite you to allow the stories of Jesus’ journey 
to the cross speak to you wherever you are – in this time when we cannot gather in flesh and 
blood we can still gather around God’s Word and God’s Word will work faith and hope in us.  
 
God of Glory, Come to us now. Give us your faith and hope so that we might hear your Word 
and recognize your work among us. Hear those who are suffering and bring about your will here 
on earth. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Monday, April 6, 2020 – Holy Monday       John 12:1-11 
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at 
the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas 
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because 
he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal 
what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the 
day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." When the 
great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also 
to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death as well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were 
believing in Jesus. 
 

 
Mary of Bethany and Jesus 

 
Throughout John’s gospel account, intimacy becomes a theme, which plays an important role in 
Jesus’ interaction with people and their interactions with him. Intimacy is something many 
people struggle with because intimacy requires a certain level of vulnerability. In a culture that 
pride itself on independence, boot strap pulling, and achievement, vulnerability and intimacy 
with others can be difficult because it is not a default value. We may build up walls around 
ourselves to protect ourselves from danger and heartbreak. 
 



In Jesus’ encounter with Mary, she gets down on her knees and pours costly perfume on Jesus’ 
feet and wipes them with her hair. Close your eyes for a moment and imagine this scene. This 
isn’t something to take lightly, it’s vulnerable, it’s intimate, and it’s not how one is to act. Judas 
makes sure to let Jesus know that he disapproves of this encounter because the money spent on 
the perfume could have been spent on the poor.  
 
How often do we hear that? All the money the government spent on one thing or another could 
have been spent on the poor. All the money my neighbor spent on his Escalade could have been 
spent on his children. How quick we are to judge the action of others while we remain sinful 
ourselves. I invite you to discern what this story means for you this day. I wonder how you feel 
about Jesus’ intimate interaction with Mary. I wonder how this story makes you feel. I wonder 
which character you associate with this day. 
 
Dear Creator God, you bring forth beauty in the chaos of our lives and from the ashes you bring 
forth resurrection. Help us to see others’ actions in the best possible light and help us to love 
others as we want to be loved. In the name of our Redeemer, Amen. 
 

 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 – Holy Tuesday                John 12:20-36 
 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.”  Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was 
to die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. 
How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to 
them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the 
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are 
going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” 
After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
 



 
Jesus on the Cross 

 
In this passage Jesus says, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.” Although we haven’t seen much of Spring yet, Spring has begun. If 
you’re able to get outside, there are daffodils beginning to bloom and the tulips will soon show 
their beauty once again. We know that at the end of the season, some flowers will die but their 
bulbs remain in the ground so that they might be resurrected the next spring. Jesus talks about the 
wheat falling to the earth and dying, which might seem out of sorts, but when we cut wheat, it’s 
dead and will continue to die, but that’s how we eat it. It must die so that we can eat. It must die 
so that we can turn it into energy for our bodies. The wheat must die so that we can use that 
energy to live our lives. 
 
I’m sure you don’t spend a lot of time thinking about that in your everyday life. If you’re 
thinking about death, it’s more likely you’re thinking about the death of a person or pet, in which 
case death does seem more final. Here Jesus talks about his death and how he must die in order 
that better things might happen. This isn’t something the disciples, or the women who were in 
ministry with Jesus, or other onlookers understood. Jesus talking about his death, and even once 
his death comes to pass, was a difficult reality for people to bear. The friend they’d been with for 
three years, the teacher who opened their eyes to the ways of God, had died and now they felt 
alone.  
 
This loneliness is something we usually forget by Easter morning, but this year might be 
different for all of us. This year we won’t be gathering together on Easter morning for the 
Alleluias to ring forth from our churches because it isn’t safe for us to gather in flesh and blood. 
This Easter we’ll be embracing the anxieties and insecurities and loneliness of death. But Jesus 
message remains the same… death does not have the final word and out of death comes fruit and 
resurrection. I wonder how this Easter will be different for you. I wonder how you might 
embrace the anxieties and loneliness of Easter.  
 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are worthy. Help us to encounter the whole gambit of 
emotions that accompany this Holy Week and Easter. Help us to lean into the discomfort of not 
gather and hold in your hands all our siblings in Christ who suffer. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

 
 
 



Wednesday, April 8, 2020 – Holy Wednesday              John 13:21-32 
 
 
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I tell you, one of you will 
betray me." The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his 
disciples--the one whom Jesus loved--was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned 
to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, 
"Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have 
dipped it in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, "Do 
quickly what you are going to do." Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some 
thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we need 
for the festival"; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of 
bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the 
Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
 
Imagine sitting down to dinner with the Messiah, a person you have been following for the better 
part of three years, and he says, “One of you will betray me.” Imagine how you might feel. 
Imagine what you’d be thinking. “Surely it’s not me.” “I would never do that.” “I am your 
friend, I wouldn’t betray you.” 
 

 
Last Supper 

 
Who hasn’t betrayed a friend or been betrayed by a friend? That’s part of the human experience, 
it’s part of growing up, it’s part of who we are as a broken people. This is one of those shared 
experiences that when it happens to another, we can recall our own experience and the pain it 
caused. Now, this is more complicated, and I don’t want to get into whether or not Judas had a 
choice in the matter, but what we do know is that God can use horrible experiences, the messes 
of our lives, to bring about great change and wonderful things. While this betrayal was painful, 
especially for Judas, it was seemingly necessary so that the Scripture might be fulfilled. God uses 
this betrayal of a close friend to save the world from sin and death. 
 



God can and will use our mistakes, our mishaps, our insecurities and anxieties to bring about 
good. God can work through us even though we aren’t the most obedient or faithful. God can 
work through us even though we fail and forget about God from time to time. God can use this 
time that we are stuck inside to work wonders. I wonder how you’ve recovered after a betray. I 
wonder how you’ve recovered after being the betrayer. I wonder how God is working through 
the mishaps and misfortunes of your life to bring about the Kingdom here and now.  
 
Holy and mighty God, you use us to work for the good of all. Help us to be the people you call us 
to be. Help us to believe that we are who you say we are. Help us to recognize the image if God 
in ourselves and in others. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
 

 
Thursday April 9, 2020 – Maundy Thursday    John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he 
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than 
the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. When he had 
gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 
once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 



 
Lamb 

 
Unlike the other three gospels, John’s gospel does not have an explicit Eucharist at the Last 
Supper. Instead, John’s gospel focuses on Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. The intimacy 
we encounter in this text is incredible. Jesus stoops down low like a slave to wash the feet of the 
disciples. Image how you would feel… You might feel a lot like Peter when he says, “You will 
never wash my feet.” Peter can’t imagine Jesus washing his feet, humbling himself to the point 
of a slave, and washing the feet of his students.  
 
If you’ve ever participated in a foot washing on Maundy Thursday, you know how 
uncomfortable the whole event can be. We begin to wonder, what will they think of my feet? 
What if the one washing my feet judges me for not getting a pedicure? What if my feet smell 
weird? Our insecurities about our bodies begins to show through, which makes it difficult for us 
to open up to the foot washer. This is an experience we have in other aspects of our lives. In a 
culture that values individualism, it can be difficult for us to rely on one another for support and 
it can be exceedingly difficult for us to share in this level of intimacy with one another.  
 
Holy Week, especially the Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday), call for us to engage with our mortality, sin, and what God has done for us on the 
cross. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday can be incredibly emotional because they force us to 
encounter parts of ourselves that we might be uncomfortable with…  
 
At this time, with Covid-19, our lives are more traumatic and difficult than usual. Some will 
suffer more than others, and some of us will be able to cope better than others. I encourage you 
to take Holy Week in stride, allowing yourself the space and time you need. If you are unable to 
participate in the breadth of emotions that the Great Three Days might evoke, I encourage you to 
take time away until you’re ready.  
 
Let us Pray, for us who are required to stay home, away from family and friends, our leisure 
activities, and work we pray. Be with those who are lonely and feel forgotten. Help us to lessen 
the burden of others by only buying the things we need and staying in our homes. Give us the 
strength and knowledge to flatten the curve. In Jesus name, Amen. 



 
Friday, April 10, 2020 – Good Friday            Read John 18:1-19:42 
 

 
Christo Negro 

 
The Passion according to St. John is lengthy but can be powerful when read in its entirety. As a 
child, I remember sitting through many services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday wonder 
why the “grown ups” keep listening to the same story, wondering if maybe they have to keep 
listening because they forget how it goes. Now, as I reflect on the thoughts I had as a child, I 
think there’s something to “forgetting”. We rush through our busy lives and forget to take a 
moment to thank God for the things we have, or when we are feeling low, we forget to pray to 
God for help or guidance. It’s so easy to forget. It’s also so easy to forget or to not be able to 
believe the promises of God. In so many ways, the promises of God are too good to be true 
because we know we are unworthy.  
 
The story of Jesus’ Passion and all the stories of our faith we hear on Sundays or when we read 
the Bible, remind us of who God is and what God does, which in turn reminds us who we are… 
The Passion story reminds us what lengths our God goes to save us and how intimately yet 
infinitely our God cares for us and all creation. If Holy Week does anything it shows us our 
faults but brings us through them to the other side. There’s no reason for us to dwell on our sins 
or faults to the point of immobility because God has freed us from that so that we might love and 
serve.  
 
God’s grace picks us up, dusts us off, and invites us over and over again into relationship and a 
reconnection with our creator. Our Christian Freedom reminds us that we no longer have to 
worry about going to hell. We no longer have to worry about whether or not our salvation is 



secure. We get to love and serve our neighbors because we have all this time on our hands, freed 
up by God’s grace and mercy.  
 
Good Friday is arguably the most difficult and emotional days of the liturgical calendar, and this 
year may be the most difficult yet. BUT we have the promises of God, which are meant for each 
and every one of us. God’s promises are for you. When Jesus breathed his last on the cross it was 
for you.  
 
Infinite and intimate God, you give us strength for the journey and rest for the weary. Help us to 
know that your promises are for us. Help us to remember the story of faith so that we might tell 
that story to others. In the name of the Triune God, Amen. 
 
Saturday, April 11, 2020 – Holy Saturday              John 19:38-42 
 

 
God of Glory 

 
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave 
him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by 
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the 
Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Holy Week is always a marathon from the anticipation of Jesus last meal, to the intimate foot 
washing, the arrest and subsequent trial, the verdict, the crowds, the journey to the cross, the 
taunting and Jesus’ last breath… It’s a race from start to finish and can leave us in a daze. Holy 
Saturday gives us a bit of respite, a time to reflect on what has occurred, and a taste of Easter is 
finally upon us.  
 
Joseph takes care to go to Pilate to retrieve the body of Jesus, and Nicodemus joins him. 
Nicodemus is a difficult character to understand. Initially, Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the night 
to inquire about Jesus’ identity. This story is coupled with the story of the Samaritan woman at 
the well. She comes to Jesus is the daylight. She understands Jesus’ message, while Nicodemus 



can’t manage to wrap his head around Jesus. Nicodemus is a religious leader and should 
understand that Jesus is the one the prophets proclaimed. The Samaritan woman is, well, a 
Samaritan lay woman. And yet, she understands and becomes a proclaimer of the good news, 
while it’s never clear what Nicodemus believes.  
 
Isn’t it always that God calls the unlikeliest of people? I wonder if you can relate to that? I 
wonder how you understand your call and vocation? 
 
Holy God, you came all the way down to earth so that we might be saved. Guide us in our 
discernment and our call to be your people. Give us rest in anticipation of Easter. In Jesus name, 
amen.  
 
 
A note on Easter and Communion: 
We don't need communion for Easter. We don't need to gather in flesh and blood for Easter to 
take place. Jesus will still rise from the dead and like Mary on Easter, we can be confused and 
mourning and scared. We have become accustomed to celebrating the joy that is Easter, but this 
year we can lean into the sadness and anxiety. We can fast from communion and it won't hurt us 
and grace will still come to us in an abundance of ways. And you're not alone... for however long 
it took for Mary to run to tell the others, she was the church on earth, one woman... she was the 
only one to have seen the risen Christ and God abided with her and strengthened her. God is 
with us too, if not in bread and wine - in washing hands, in remembering our baptisms, in our 
prayers, in the Word... in so so many ways. God bless you on your journey! 
 
 
 


